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Spawning habitat selection of Sakhalin taimen
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Abstract In the spring of 1993, we observed 25 redds of Sakhalin taimen (Hucho perryi) in a
tributary of the Sarufutsu River, northern Hokkaido. The distribution of the redds was almost
identical during three consecutive spawning seasons in the study stream. Spawning habitat was

evaluated by measuring eight variables at randomly selected pools and by comparing them be-

tween pools with and without redds. The area occupied by overhanging vegetation was uniformly
large regardless of the presence of the redds, but was larger at pools with no redds. In contrast, the
area occupied by woody debris and an undercut bank was larger at pools with redds than pools

without redds.
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